. For discussion and interpretation of the presented data, refer to the research article entitled "Characteristics and retention of microplastics in the digestive tracts of fish from the Yellow Sea" [1] .
Data
The GPS data of 53 sampling stations and information on where 19 species of fish were sampled during June 15e30, 2016 within the Yellow Sea are shown in Table 1 . Data on shapes and length of MPs are shown in Supplementary Material Table S, including the length and weight of MP source fish. Ten parameters for each station are shown in Table 2 . The pictures of 3 forms of MPs are shown in Fig. 1 . The spatial distribution of MP/fish(all) is shown in Fig. 2 . A comparison of the spatial distribution of fibers and other MPs is shown in Fig. 3 . The spatial patterns can be used for comparison studies in the future by choosing similar monitoring programs.
Specifications Table   Subject area  Environmental pollution and biology  More specific subject area  MPs in fish  Type of data  Table, Value of the data The data could be potentially valuable to the scientific community because it is new data about microplastics in fish which were caught from coastal waters. Data are geo-referenced and it can be used in ecological risk assessment modeling. The data has an important role in the study of China's offshore fisheries because 19 species of fish are the dominant species in the Yellow Sea. 2. Experimental design, materials, and methods
Sample collections
Fish were collected from each site using a bottom trawling net. The perimeter of the mouth of the trawling net was 167.2 m and the net was 83.2 m long, with a mesh size of 2.4 cm. The net was trawled behind the ship for 1 h at each station at a speed of 3 knots. All of the fish collected during the trawl were removed from the net and frozen immediately.
Fish species identifications and biological measurements
For each site, only the species which number was more than 5 fishes were selected for the next analysis. After measuring the body length and weight of each fish, the digestive tract was removed, placed in a 20-mL scintillation vial and fixed in formaldehyde solution. In total, 1320 fish belonging to 19 species were studied.
Digestion and measurement of MPs from the digestive tracts of fish
The digestive tract was removed from every fish, placed in a 20-mL scintillation vial and fixed in formaldehyde solution. The HNO3 solution digestion method described by Desforgeset al. (2015) [2] was used to destroy the digestive tract of fish. Briefly, 100% HNO3 was added to each vial, after which the vials were covered and heated in a water bath at approximately 80 C for 3 h until the digestive tract was completely digested. The digested samples were then passed through 0.45-mm mixed cellulose ester filter papers, and the filter papers were subsequently checked for MPs under a stereomicroscope (Stemi SV11, ZEISS, Shanghai, China). In addition, three blanks with only HNO3 were run for each batch of samples to correct for potential air-borne MPs deposition in the laboratory. No contamination occurred during the experiment.
All of the MPs detected in fish samples were counted and imaged with an AxioCam HRc (Zeiss) connected to a stereomicroscope (Stemi SV11, ZEISS, Shanghai, China). The length of each MP was measured manually using the ImageJ software. All of the MPs detected in fish were classified into three categories: fibers, pellets, and fragments.
Data processing
Three parameters were calculated, the incidence rate (IR), MP/fish(all), MP/fish(with MP). 
